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NOTE: The 15th October visit to Neville and Helen Collier’s Garden, has had to be cancelled, 

due to the wet conditions making a visit impractical. The Colliers wish to encourage APS Members 

to visit the garden and will be available when conditions make it possible.  

 

COMING EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY 12th OCTOBER 2022 – 7.30PM 

MONTHLY MEETING 

NOTE: Evening Meeting at 7.30pm 

Note the change to 7.30 pm Evening Meetings 

during Daylight Savings Time 

GUEST SPEAKER – Russell Wait – 

Eremophillas 

 

WEDNESDAY 9th NOVEMBER 2022 

MONTHLY MEETING 

NOTE: Evening Meeting at 7.30pm 

Guest Speaker to be confirmed 

 

WEDNESDAY 14th DECEMBER 2022 

Christmas Gathering 

Place and time yet to be decided. 

 

APS Ballarat Spring Plant Show – October – 

Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd 2022 – 10am to 4pm 

Set up on Friday 21st Oct. 11am to 3pm approx. 

We encourage all members to participate in some 

way, during the show, setting up and packing up. 

No particular skills needed and many members 

make it an enjoyable experience for all. 

Due to Council Regulations(yes), the biscuits to 

go with our cuppa must be donated, so if you 

could bring a packet to the October Meeting or to 

the Show would be good. 

Flower Show promotional posters were emailed to 

all members on 11th September, more can be 

printed or requested. All publicity will help! 

Display a poster wherever you can and post on 

web sites, Facebook pages, etc. or email to 

potential visitors/attendees, organisations and 

clubs that may spread the word. 
 

The Group looks forward to presenting Native Plants growing and flowering in the district. 

Snow Gum, Eucalyptus pauciflora, growing 

in a nature strip at Cardigan Village (just 

west of Ballarat). This species can grow 

quite twisted and leaning, with vertical 

stripes in the bark, but this specimen 

became quite wound up in itself. 
Photo: Fon Ryan  (Plus See photo bottom of page 5.) 
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September Meeting Report 

The August meeting minutes, President, Secretary and Treasurer reports were tabled and accepted. 

September Guest Speaker Report 

‘Taste of the Garden’ – Some edible native plants – Presented by Gladys Hastie 

Gladys was guest speaker, and we were treated to a great discussion with good knowledgeable 

information, excellently presented. Plant specimens from Glady’s and John’s Garden in Elaine were 

shown. A very comprehensive and informative discussion, observations and advice were enjoyed. 

Species, their use, their attributes, the nature of them, fresh, dried and powdered were discussed. 

Commercially available examples were also displayed. Growing advice and recommendations were 

discussed. Reference books were displayed. 

And then, came a great show; smell, taste and tell, which was well appreciated and enjoyed. A 

great experience. Very well done and particularly tasty. 

We thank Gladys very much for an excellent presentation. 

 

The following list indicates some of the species exhibited and tasted. 

Aniseed myrtle, Backhousia anisate. 

Rain forest tree grows to 4-5 metres but does well in a pot in our climate. Leaves have aniseed 

flavour. White, fluffy flowers late spring and summer. Has a wide range of components that have 

value in medicine. The oil from the leaves and the dried leaves may be used in sweet or savoury 

dishes, or made into a ‘tea’. 

Finger lime, Citrus australasica. 

A very spiny shrub or small tree from coastal NSW. Grows well in a pot. The fruit has a tough skin. 

The flesh is caviar like globules. 

Lemon myrtle, Backhousia citriodora. 

Tall rain forest tree but does well in a pot. Leaves have a strong citrus aroma. Very popular ‘spice’. 

Mountain Pepper, Tasmannia lanceolata. 

Small tree with male and female plants. from Tasmania. The dried leaves add hot flavours to 

savoury dishes. The fruit can be used as for peppercorns. 

Peppermint gum, Eucalyptus dives, Broad-leaf Peppermint. 

A medium sized tree from woodlands of SE Australia. The leaves have long been used to flavour 

Billy-tea. Has a peppermint flavour with eucalyptus undertones. Can also be used as a source of 

Eucalyptus oil. 

Strawberry gum, Eucalyptus olida. 

A tall tree from the Northern tablelands of NSW. A complex flavour giving it an alternative name 

of Forest Berry. A good addition to fruit dishes. 

Warragul Greens, Tetragonia tetragoniodes. 

A lush ground cover, it is a good replacement for spinach. Young leaves can be used as salad. Older 

leaves need to be blanched to remove oxalates. 

Quandong, Santalum acuminatum. 

A semi-parasitic spindly tree of dry country. 

Saltbush, Rhagodia. 

A local species about 1m tall. 

 

The Garden at Elaine in September 

Although there is a wide range of flowers in the garden the wattles still dominate. The ones in 

flower include the ground cover Acacia lasiocarpa (Western Australia Coast Wattle), the tall 

growers Acacia floribunda, Acacia verniciflua (Varnish Wattle) and Acacia rostriformis (Bacchus 

Marsh Wattle?), and the shrubby Acacia verticilata (Prickly Moses), Acacia montana (Mallee 

Wattle) and Acacia cultriformis. Other plants making a good show are the Westringias, including 

Westringia longifolia with white flowers, Westringia crassifolia and Westringia rigida. Grevillea 

pinasta with its red blooms and Grevillea ‘Flat Jack’ with white flowers are still quite striking. The 

blue and pink forms of Olearea phlogopappa are flowering, but the white form is a long way from 

blooming. 
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September Meeting – Specimens Exhibited 

 

The Hasties: Acacia elongata, Acacia nitindula, Acacia acinacae, Acacia melanoxylon, Boronia 

muelerii, Eucalyptus lehmannii, Grevillea pinaster, Indigophera australis, Phillotheca myoproides, 

Phillotheca ‘Flower Girl’. (Also, the Edible specimens as exhibited in the Guest speaker report.) 

 

The Dalmans: Boronia megastigma, (brown and yellow forms), Hardenbergia violacea, 

Leschenaultia biloba, Chorisima cordata, Pimelea nivea, Tasmannia lanceolata (Mountain pepper 

berry) 

 

Sue Ring: Kunzea baxterii, Chorizema cordatum, Grevillea sp., Alpinia caerulea (Native Ginger). 

Sue offered potted plants of the Ginger to the group. 

 

Ruth Marton: Acacia cardophyllia, Banksia undata (previously Dryandra praemorsa), Eucalyptus 

gregsoniana, Grevillea aquifolium, Grevillea alpina ‘Warby Ranges form’, Grevillea lanigera 

lutea, Hakea lehmanniania 

 

 

 

 

Above: Eriostemon verrucosa flowering in 

the garden of Jennifer Johnson in latter 

August this year. 

 

Right: Hovea elliptica flowering in the 

garden of Jennifer Johnson in latter June this 

year. 

 

Photos: Jennifer Johnson 
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September Garden Visit Report 

Our group was invited to visit Steve and Bev Adams’ property in Haddon and more than a 

dozen of us took the opportunity. Steve is a friend of our group, some years ago having a property 

very close to their present block with a Native nursery and generously providing meeting raffle 

plants for us. So, it was good to catch up after a period and see another native project they are 

working on, for only about 4 years so far. The property was fairly typical of the area. Part 

‘Stringybark Bush’ area, part ‘Dam’ area and part ‘Home and Living’ area. The home garden area 

previously had a front entrance driveway area of compacted bluestone, also roses and exotics with 

the surrounds managed by slashing. It is now a native work in progress, growing an understory of 

natives, encouraging native regrowth, and attracting birds. They are cohabiting with kangaroos, but 

finding the wallabies a bit more persistent and damaging. There is good progress and natives are 

returning, of particular note were flourishing Greenhood orchids. 

We enjoyed our visit. We thank Steve and Bev very much and wish them well. 

Editor Note: An important part of gardening are tools. On this visit, a standout tool was noted; A 

great thing! A strong rechargeable electric-driven self-tipping wheelbarrow! 

We then went to nearby Avalon Nursery for plants, coffee and cake. A good day was enjoyed. 

 

THREE ARTICLES OF INTEREST from John Hastie 

The National Arboretum 

The National Arboretum consists of 94 forests with over 44,000 rare, endangered and significant 

trees from around the world on its 250 hectare site. Among the Australian forests are White Cedar, 

Melia azedarch, Wollemi Pine, Wollemia nobilis South Esk Pine, Callitris oblongata ssp. 

oblongata, and Eucalyptus, Brachychiton, and She Oaks and more. Sealed roads give access to the 

‘forests’, and walking paths enable a closer view. Many of the paths are suitable for wheel chairs. 

When you are tired of looking at trees and views over Canberra there is an impressive Visitor 

Centre with Café and Bookshop. There is also a Bonsai Collection. 

 

The Australian National Botanic Gardens 

The Gardens were started in the 1960s and officially opened in 1970. The 35 hectare gardens are 

planted with over 4300 species, approximately one fifth of Australia’s native plant species. 

A Rainforest Gully has been created in the centre of the lower part of the garden. On the higher and 

drier parts of the garden there are collections by their relationship. For example the Rutaceae 

(Correas, etc.) Proteacea (Grevilleas, Waratahs, etc) Myrtaceae and so on. 

There are also Ecological Collections like Western Mallee, Grassy woodland, Sydney Region and 

Tasmania. There is a Visitor Centre, with Bookshop and a Café. 

A conservatory is under construction. It will house tropical Australian flora. 

 

More on Wattle Day (See September 2022 newsletter) 

In 1992 September 1st was proclaimed National Wattle Day in every State and Territory by the 

Commonwealth Government. 

 

In 1988 Golden Wattle, Acacia pycnantha was gazetted as Australia’s national floral emblem. 

 

Wattles exist in the fossil record for over 30 million years. Over 1000 species are recognised. 
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TEN YEAR FLASHBACK 
 
This photograph appeared (‘framed’ at this size) on the front page of the October 
2012 newsletter as an introduction to the Annual Spring Show due later that month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROLIFIC –  
An Australian Native 

Plant, Calytrix tetragona, 

the Fringe Myrtle, flowers 

in all its glory. 

 

APS Ballarat District 

showcases hundreds of 

Australia’s wonderful 

flowering plants at its 

Annual Show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page one of this newsletter features a photograph of 

a Snow Gum with the stripes in its bark spiralling up 

the trunk. 

 

This Lemon-scented Gum (Corymbia citriodara), 

photographed at Cobram in northern Victoria some 

years ago, has ripples or spirals of actual wood 

growth spiralling up its trunk. 
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APS Ballarat District member Jennifer Johnson has captured some nice colours with this shot of 

the seed capsules of the Western Australian Flowering Gum cultivar Corymbia ficifolia ‘Fairy 

Floss’ in her garden. 

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY BALLARAT DISTRICT INC. Incorporation No. A0013127M 
President: John Hastie P: 5341 5567 
Secretary: Janine O’Malley PO Box 123W Ballarat West  3350 
Treasurer: Ainslie Whyte         PO Box 123W Ballarat West  3350 
Newsletter Editor: Warren Hill:  wazizhill@gmail.com      M: 0400 644 913 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 
The SECOND WEDNESDAY in October, November, December, February, March, at 7-30pm 
The SECOND WEDNESDAY in April, May, June, July, August, September, at 2-00pm 
MEETING VENUE 
ROBERT CLARK HORTICULTURAL CENTRE, Ballarat Botanical Gardens 
Access: GILLIES St. ENTRANCE – GATE 3 or 4 (or from Wendouree Parade Afternoon Meetings only) 
 
CORRESPONDENCE             : aps_ballarat@yahoo.com.au   PO Box 123W, Ballarat West, Vic 3350 
N’LETTER CONTRIBUTIONS: wazizhill@gmail.com 
                                        WEB: (APS Vic): www.apsvic.org.au   Then go to APS Ballarat District page 
 

                Australian Plants Society Ballarat District-Home-Facebook 
 

Thanks to those who contributed 

reports or items for this issue 
 

Deadline for November Newsletter 

26th October 2022 
 

mailto:aps_ballarat@yahoo.com.au
http://www.apsvic.org.au/

